Expression of inhibitory receptors for MHC class I molecules on T cells.
Inhibitory receptors (IRs) specific for MHC class I molecules and originally described on natural killer (NK) cells are also expressed on a fraction of peripheral T cells. The presence of these receptors on T cells is poorly understood. In this review, the different antigen specificities described to date for IR+ T cells and the expression pattern of these receptors on T cells are analyzed. This analysis indicates that the population of T cells defined by IR expression is heterogeneous and that different IRs (or families of IRs) may play different roles in T-cell biology.